
January 29, 2026 
 
Dear Ms. Davis, Board President 
 
Please accept this letter as formal notice of my resignation from my position as a Trustee 
on the Board of Trustees of the Finkelstein Memorial Library, effective upon receipt of this 
letter. 
 
Due to personal reasons, I no longer have the time, energy and focus necessary to serve on 
the Board as effectively as the position requires. After careful consideration, I believe it is in 
the best interest of the Library and the Board for me to step down at this time. 
 
It has been an honor to serve the Library and the community of Rockland County. I am 
grateful for the opportunity to have worked alongside you, and the other dedicated trustees 
and staff, in support of the Library’s mission and service to the public. 
 
I appreciate the experiences and insights gained during my tenure and wish you, the Board, 
and the Finkelstein Memorial Library continued success. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Goldie Golding 
Trustee, Finkelstein Memorial Library 

Goldie Golding (Jan 31, 2026 18:25:01 EST)
Goldie Golding
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Tuesday March 17th, 2026 

Agenda Item: Trustee Vacancy and Appointment 

Notice of Vacancy: 
BE IT KNOWN that on Thursday, January 29, 2026, a Trustee seat 
became vacant following the resignation of Trustee Goldie Golding. 

Motion to Fill Vacancy: 
In accordance with the bylaws governing the Board of Trustees, which 
stipulate a total of seven Trustees, a motion is proposed to fill the vacant 
seat. 

• Motion: To appoint Banjo Oluwaseyi as Trustee to fill in the 
vacant seat. 

• Prospective Trustee: Oluwaseyi Banjo 
• Discussion: Trustee Oluwaseyi has submitted her biography to the 

Board for review. Upon approval, she will be administered the 
Oath of Office effective immediately. A copy of the Oath and a 
formal confidential letter will be forwarded to the Board’s legal 
counsel for recordkeeping. 

• Vote: Yes / No Trustee Name:  

Result: [Approved / Not Approved]  

Action: Upon approval, Trustee Banjo Oluwaseyi assumes the 
responsibilities of the Board immediately and is eligible to cast her vote 
at this and all Board meetings. 
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NOTICE OF VOTE ON ANNUAL BUDGET PROPOSITION AND

TRUSTEE ELECTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO VOTERS OF FINKELSTEIN

MEMORIAL LIBRARY OF EAST RAMAPO CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE

HELD ON MAY 12, 2026.

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an annual district meeting of the

quali!ed voters of the Finkelstein Memorial Library of the East Ramapo

Central School District will be held at the Finkelstein Memorial Library, 24

Chestnut Street, Spring Valley, New York, on the 12th day of May 2026

between the hours of 7:00 o'clock A.M. and 9:00 o’clock P.M., prevailing

time, for the purpose of voting by voting machines upon the following

proposition which shall appear on the label of the voting machines

substantially in the following form, to wit:

 

PROPOSITION 1

 

Shall the Annual Budget of the Finkelstein Memorial Library, as proposed,

in the amount of $9,831,722 be adopted and a tax levied, in accordance

with the law to meet the same?

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY ALSO GIVEN that candidates for the of!ce of Trustee of

Finkelstein Memorial Library of East Ramapo Central School District

shall be nominated pursuant to Section 260 and 2022 of the Education

Law by petition in the form therein described, signed by at least 25

quali!ed voters of the District, and !led with the Clerk of the Library

between the hours of 9 A.M. and 5 P.M., not later than the 30th day

preceding the Library Election at which the candidates so nominated are

to be elected.

 

Such petitions shall be !led for:

 

One Trustee for the full term of !ve (5) years to !ll the vacancy by

expiration of the term previously held by Joan Soskin, and One Trustee for

a term of four (4) years to !ll the vacancy by resignation of the term

previously held by Goldie Golding. The number of years included in a term

will be determined by number of votes received, with the


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candidate receiving the highest number of votes in favor receiving the

longest term, and the candidate receiving the next highest number of

votes in their favor receiving the four year term.

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that pursuant to Section 2014 of

the Education Law, personal registration of voters is required for said

district meeting, and no person shall be entitled to vote thereof whose

name does not appear upon the register of the Library District. Persons

who registered for the Last Special Meeting of the School District on May

20, 2025 and all persons who shall have been previously registered

hereunder for any Annual or Special Meeting or any election held or

conducted after May 2025 need not register again for this district

meeting. Members of the Board of Registration will meet at the Library on

the 30th of April 2026 between the hours of 4:00 o'clock P.M. and 7:00

o'clock P.M., prevailing time, to prepare the register of the Library District,

and any person shall be entitled to have their name placed upon such

register, provided that at such meeting of the members of the Board

of Registration they are known or proven to the satisfaction of such

members to be then or thereafter entitled to vote at said district meeting,

for which such register is prepared.

 

The register of the Library District so prepared will be !led in the of!ce of

the Library Clerk located at the Administrative Of!ce, 24 Chestnut Street,

Spring Valley, New York, where the same will be open for inspection by

any quali!ed voter of the District between the hours of 9:00 o'clock A.M.

and 4:00 o'clock P.M., prevailing time, on each of the !ve days prior to and

the day set for said district meeting, or election except Saturday,

Sunday and holidays.

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that any quali!ed voter of the

school district who has not registered as hereinbefore provided may

nevertheless vote in this election, if said quali!ed voter is registered with

the Rockland County Board of Elections under the provisions of the

Election Law and the name of said quali!ed voter appears on the

registration lists supplied to the Library by the Board of Elections for this

meeting.

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absentee ballots

for said election may be applied for at the of!ce of the Library Clerk. A list

of all persons to whom absentee ballots shall have been issued will be
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available at the of!ce of the Library Clerk on each of the !ve days prior to

the day of the election excluding Saturdays and Sundays and such list will

also be posted at the polling place at the election of members to the

Board of Trustees.

 

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that applications for early mail

ballots will be obtainable during Library business hours from the Library

Clerk beginning March 30, 2026; completed applications must be received

by the Library Clerk at least seven (7) days before the election if the ballot

is to be mailed to the voter, or the day before the election, if the ballot is

to be delivered personally to the voter. Early mail ballots must be received

by the Library Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m., prevailing time, on May 12,

2026.

 

A list of persons to whom early mail ballots are issued will be available for

inspection to quali!ed voters of the East Ramapo Central School District

in the of!ce of the Library Clerk through May 11, 2026, between the hours

of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on weekdays prior to the day set for the annual

budget vote and trustee election on May 12, 2026.

 

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that military voters who are

not currently registered may apply to register as a quali!ed voter of the

East Ramapo Central School District. A military voter registration

application may be requested from the Library Clerk. A military voter may

indicate their preference for receiving the registration application by mail,

facsimile transmission, or email. Military voter registration application

forms must be received in the of!ce of the Library Clerk no later than April

10, 2026.

 

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that military voters who are

quali!ed voters of the East Ramapo Central School District may apply for a

military ballot application from the Library Clerk. Military ballot

applications must be received to the of!ce of the Library Clerk, 24

Chestnut Street, Spring Valley, NY 10977, no later than 5:00 p.m. on April

10, 2026. A military voter may indicate their preference for receiving the

military ballot application by mail, facsimile transmission, or e-mail.

 

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that military ballots shall be

mailed or otherwise distributed in accordance with the military voter’s

preferred method of transmission as soon as practicable, but no later than
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April 10, 2026.

 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE

FINKELSTEIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY.

 

By: Leiah Levine

       Library Clerk

 

Dated: March 26, 2026

12204486
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Invitation for drawing of names for ballot 2026
3 messages

Leiah Levine - FML <llevine@rcls.org> Tue, Apr 21, 2026 at 2:42 PM
To: Ariel Dahan <arieldahan1@gmail.com>

Good Afternoon Ariel,

Your Petition has been verified for a place on the May 12, 2026 Finkelstein Memorial Library Budget Vote and Trustee Election
Ballot.

Due to clarification of language in the Library Charter, the Library will hold only one (1) vacancy by expiration of the term
previously held by Joan Soskin, now a member of said Board.

You are invited to a drawing for placement on the ballot for Trustee at 10:00 a.m. Tomorrow, 4/22/2026 in the Board Room

located on the 3rd
 floor Administration Office of the Finkelstein Memorial Library, 24 Chestnut Street, Spring Valley NY.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact myself with the information listed below, or contact Director, Laura Wolven via e-mail
lmwolven@rcls.org, or phone
845-352-5700 x283

Thank you,

Leiah Levine

Personnel Officer

Finkelstein Memorial Library

Phone:845-352-5700 x266

E-mail: llevine@rcls.org

Ariel Dahan <arieldahan1@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 21, 2026 at 3:47 PM
To: Leiah Levine - FML <llevine@rcls.org>

Ms. Levine,

I am not understanding why there is only one board seat up for election. My understanding is that, aside from Trustee Soskin (who is up for reelection this
season), Trustee Golding vacated her seat and the board appointed  Ms. Banjo to fill that seat. New York State Education Law 226(4) clearly states that any
person appointed to fill a vacant seat can only hold office until the next annual election. Is there a statute somewhere that overrides this state law? 

Thank you. 

Ariel Dahan Esq. 
[Quoted text hidden]

Leiah Levine - FML <llevine@rcls.org> Wed, Apr 22, 2026 at 10:40 AM
To: Ariel Dahan <arieldahan1@gmail.com>
Cc: Laura M Wolven - FML <lmwolven@rcls.org>

Good Morning Mr. Dahan,

The Library has received guidance from Legal Counsel regarding language in the Library Charter.  I am attaching the Charter for
your convenience, and have added the Library Director, Laura Wolven to this email should you have any further questions. 

The Library held a placement drawing this morning at 10:00 a.m. For placement on the ballot for the 2026 vote and election. 
Your name will appear third on the ballot.  We are looking forward to meeting you, and hopefully you can attend the Public

Hearing on Wednesday, April 29, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. In the Fielding Room located on the 3rd
 floor.  

Thank you,

Leiah Levine

Personnel Officer

Finkelstein Memorial Library
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Phone:845-352-5700 x266

E-mail: llevine@rcls.org

From: Ariel Dahan <arieldahan1@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2026 3:47 PM
To: Leiah Levine - FML <llevine@rcls.org>
Subject: Re: Invitation for drawing of names for ballot 2026

[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments

Charter AMendment.pdf
385 KB

Charter.pdf
519 KB
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