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LIBRARY BOARD TRIES TO CANCEL AN ELECTION —
CANDIDATE FIGHTS BACK

Finkelstein Memorial Library quietly drops a trustee seat from the May 12 ballot after its own Board
noticed it for election. Rockland County resident and Trustee candidate Ariel Dahan files appeal with
the New York State Commissioner of Education and seeks an emergency stay.

SPRING VALLEY, N.Y. — Library trustee candidate Ariel Dahan today filed an appeal with the New
York State Commissioner of Education and an emergency request for a stay, demanding that the
Finkelstein Memorial Library put the seat vacated by Trustee Goldie Golding back on the May 12, 2026
ballot — where the Library itself said it would be.

The Library’s Board of Trustees originally noticed two trustee seats for this year’s election: the five-year
seat previously held by Joan Soskin, and a four-year unexpired term to fill the vacancy created by
Trustee Golding’s January 29, 2026 resignation. That notice was published, petitions were circulated,
and candidates — including Mr. Dahan — filed to run for both seats.

Then, three weeks before the election, the Library reversed course. In an April 21, 2026 email, a Library
officer told Mr. Dahan that “due to clarification of language in the Library Charter,” the Library would
now hold only one trustee election — and the person the Board appointed on March 17, 2026 to fill the
Golding seat would simply be allowed to serve the remaining four years without standing for election at
all.

That is flatly illegal, Mr. Dahan says — and the Library’s own rules say so.

“This is not complicated. The New York State Constitution says appointees
to elective office go to the voters at the next election. The Education Law
says the same thing. The Library’s own Bylaws — which this same Board
adopted less than a month before the appointment — say the same thing.
Three separate sources of law, one answer: put the seat on the ballot and
let the voters decide. Anything less is an unelected Board handing itself
four more years of power it does not have.”

— Ariel Dahan, candidate for Finkelstein Memorial Library Trustee

THE BOARD’S OWN BYLAWS REQUIRE AN ELECTION. Section 6 of the Finkelstein Memorial
Library Bylaws, approved at the Board’s February 25, 2026 meeting, says it in black and white: when a
vacancy occurs on the Board, the appointee serves only “until the next election is held, at which time a
candidate shall run for the unexpired term of office of the seat that was vacated.” That is the opposite of
what the Board is doing now.



STATE LAW REQUIRES AN ELECTION. Article XIll, Section 3 of the New York State Constitution and
Section 226(4) of the Education Law both require that an appointee to an elective office serve only until
the next annual election — at which point the seat goes to the voters. The New York State
Commissioner of Education has applied this rule to library boards and school boards alike for decades.

THE VOTERS DESERVE A VOTE. Finkelstein Memorial Library is a taxpayer-funded public library that
serves the entire East Ramapo Central School District. Its trustees manage a nearly $10 million annual
budget. The people who pay for this library — and who use it — have a legal right to choose who sits
on its Board. Stripping a seat off the ballot three weeks before election day disenfranchises every voter
in the District.

WHAT MR. DAHAN IS ASKING FOR

In papers filed today with the New York State Education Department’s Office of Counsel, Mr. Dahan
asks the Commissioner of Education to:

* Annul the Library’s decision to remove the Golding seat from the ballot;

* Order the Library to hold the May 12, 2026 election for both trustee seats, as the Library itself
originally noticed;

* Issue an emergency stay to preserve the voters’ rights before election day; and

* Inthe alternative, stay the entire election until the matter is resolved rather than allow an
unlawful vote to go forward.

“Public libraries belong to the public. Board seats belong to the voters. |
am running for Trustee because I believe in this institution and the
community it serves — and | am not going to stand by while the Board
quietly cancels an election out from under the people who pay for it. I will
fight this all the way. The voters will have their say on May 12.”

— Avriel Dahan

ABOUT THE CANDIDATE

Ariel Dahan is a resident of the East Ramapo Central School District and a candidate for Trustee of the
Finkelstein Memorial Library on the May 12, 2026 ballot. His nominating petition was verified by the
Library on April 21, 2026.
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